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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Knoche 


A late report this afternoon from 
SOC, confirms the fact that 9060 came to grief' 
because of a short circuit in the first stage auto- 
pilot. The auto-pilot attempted, to pull the nose 
down and the BTL guidance sy stem tried to p ull it 


also 


up. Result: vehicle tumbling. 

says there is no change in 906l launch date from 
27 Nov. He has added that 9062 is now programmir| 
for 14 Dec with the third J mission, Mission 1005, 
working against a 10-12 December launch date. 

If 1005 is successful 9062 will be moved back. 

James A. Cunningham, jr. 

12 November 1963 
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Copy 2_at 1_ 

1 % NOV 1963 

memorandum rom Assistant t« the Director 
attention: m?. x**ch* 

SUBJECT: Status of Satellite Peconnaissanee ^Schedule 

la the Light of Miesiea *?04e Falla re 


1. A# «« are ell painfully »war# Mission '->040, a COilOXA/ 
MURAL. shot, wai unsucces *f ally launched from Vaadeaberg AFB 

©a f November. Present indications are that the failure wee sustained 
approximately 122 second* after launch prior ta the completion of 
firing time ©a the first stage of the mission, and. of course, before 
the second stage had a chance to Ignite. Tins failure produced a 
tVM&fedlag mode which presented proper attitude for injection and the 
vehicle impacted in the water tou t 30© mil®* to range. 

2. la response te your question a* to how soon a substitute 
system could he launched I have the following information fron the 
Satellite Operation* Center current as of i 100 hours this date: 

a. Mission 9640 was Itself an R- ? standby let Mission 
it® f , a CCRONA7J launch, originally scheduled for launch 
on 13 November. Mission C05 was canceled because of film 
transporting problems within the camera cysts;. , 

b. Mission $04® was originally programmed as m R-T 
standby for the *u&*tth of December. Following the cancellation 
of 1 issiea 1005 and Missies f®C4 (LANYARD) WU was hastily 
moved forward from roughly mid- December to launch on 

27 November which was the earliest date it could be reprog rammed.* 
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stem. 


«, Attempt# are now being mule to ace el erst* the launch 
dL h: lesion *§41 bet even if successful it it aot Uktty that the 
date cu be stepped up mere then a day or eo. la addition# 
fee- DD/NRO state* the!' time is needed t© *««•»< fee miss lea 
for fee failure ia Mission *040 since It we* apparently a rather 
basic e» ia fee hitherto reliable first stage mechanism, 

d. Mission $#42* a GORCWA/le shot* Is presently carried 
os fee schedul* for ieaneh oa 12 December, 


25X1 


/ The laet mission prior to 25 October wes Mission 1003, 
a CORONA/ J, oa 2$ September, only fee first half of which was 
recovered. I believe fee present difficulty I# sttribatsble to fee feet 
feat fee schedule furnished fee Director coved »g fee launch®# of 9040 
and $041 showed fee letter vehicle ti "backup for Mission 90 4iv . This 
©aay well have led him to fee assumption that fee 2"? November launch 
date was wholly tentative and feat in event Of a failure on f©40 that 
f441 could be launched within the SUT standby envelope. Unferfeastsly 
feis wee not the ease. Additional reporting m Missies "04 € should 
be co m i n g la today mad tomorrow and we will keep you advised. In 
fee meantime# we have registered la the strong eet tone* wife 00/ MHO 
fee Director's general sene# of dissatisfaction with fee hiatus in 
fee search end survsittance business. 
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JAMES A. CQNMZNGIiAK# JR. 
Acting Assistant Director 
(Special Activities) 

cci DJJ/Bk T 


DAD/OSA/JACunaiagham, 3r:ph (12 Nov 63) 
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